






THE FLORIDA BIRTH-RELATED NEUROLOGICAL INJURY COMPENSATION PLAN 

PLAN OF OPERATION 

SECTION 1. PURPOSE 

The Florida Birth-Related Neurological Injury Compensation Association (the 
"Association" and/or "NICA") was established in accordance with the provisions of Section 
766.315, Florida Statutes, as amended, to administer the Florida Birth-Related Neurological Injury 
Compensation Association Plan (the "Plan") and the Plan of Operation established in Section 
766.314, Florida Statutes, as amended. 

The purpose of the Plan of Operation is to provide for the efficient administration of the 
Florida Birth-Related Neurological Injury Compensation Association and for the prompt 
processing of claims against any awards made on behalf of the Plan. 

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS 

A. "Assessment Year" means the period from January 1st through December 31st of
each calendar year. 

B. "Association" means the Florida Birth-Related Neurological Injury Compensation
Association established in Section 766.315, Florida Statutes, as amended, to administer the Florida 
Birth-Related Neurological Injury Compensation Plan and the Plan of Operation established in 
Section 766.314, Florida Statutes, as amended. 

C. "Birth-Related Neurological Injury" means injury to the brain or spinal cord of a
live infant weighing at least 2,500 grams for a single gestation, or, in the case of a multiple 
gestation, a live infant weighing at least 2,000 grams at birth, caused by oxygen deprivation or 
mechanical injury occurring in the course oflabor, delivery or resuscitation in the immediate post­
delivery period in the hospital, which renders the infant permanently and substantially mentally 
and physically impaired. This definition shall apply to live births only and shall not include 
disability or death caused by genetic or congenital abnormality. 

D. "Board" means the Board of Directors of the Florida Birth-Related Neurological
Injury Compensation Association appointed by the Chief Financial Officer pursuant to Section 
766.315 Florida Statutes, as amended. 

E. "Brain" means that portion of the cerebro-spinal axis that is contained within the
cavity of the cranium and that consists of five major parts including the cerebral hemispheres, 
cerebellum, brain stem, and midbrain. 

F. "Claimant" means any person who files a claim pursuant to Section 766.305,
Florida Statutes, as amended, for compensation for a birth-related neurological injury to an infant. 
A claim may be filed by any legal representative who files a claim on behalf of an injured infant; 
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